Resection for CMV ileitis in a patient supported by a left-ventricular assist device.
We describe a patient requiring a HeartMate 1000 IP left-ventricular assist device (LVAD) due to cardiogenic shock. After prolonged gastrointestinal bleeding without identifying the source of bleeding technetium scintigraphy pointed to the right lower abdomen. The patient underwent a laparotomy and inflamed ileum was resected. Pathologic examination revealed cytomegalovirus ileitis. This was treated with ganciclovir and acyclovir. The patient is now (14 months later) awaiting heart transplantation since she could not be weaned from LVAD. The diagnostic and management problems are discussed as well as the relevance for future transplantation.